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Houle, Brian (Crofton)

From: Houle, Brian (Crofton)
Sent: Friday, April 19, 2024 9:20 AM
To: Houle, Brian (Crofton)
Subject: Watershed Update: April 19, 2024

Good morning, 
Over previous 2 weeks, flow reduc ons in Cowichan River have resulted in return to 100% full lake. 
The flow from Cowichan lake is now at 15 cms and will be held at this flow into next week. 
Review of condi ons with regulators will take place next Tuesday, to set up opera ng guidance for the weir as we enter May and June. 
As I have noted previously, 2024 will be a new approach to managing the watershed and driven from the fish kill experienced in July of 2023. 
The main objec ve for 2024 is to ensure there is enough water in Cowichan Lake to support at least 7 cms through to mid-September. 
This new objec ve is expected to result in the need for river flows to be reduced to below the ideal 15 cms through May and out to June 15th. 
 
It is good to see rainfall predicted for most of the coming 7 days, but then the predic on is dry weather, but s ll cool weather which will help keep snow pack as 
snow. 
Snow pack will begin to melt in coming 2 weeks as it does each year at this me and that will help to keep the lake at 100% full. 
 
The flow guide chart shows enough lake level to support ideal 25 cms flows, but that is not appropriate guidance given the need to sustain 7 cms through the 
heat of summer. 
A new flow guide chart will be needed and 2024 weir opera ons will help with the development of a new flow guide chart for future years. 
 
A report of stranding fish near Stoltz Pool area on Cowichan River was received earlier this week. 
Follow-up from that call highlighted that volunteers are ac vely a ending the river to both observe if stranding is occurring and taking ac on to transport 
emerging fry to the main stem of the river. 
Prior to the observa on of stranding near Stoltz Pool, a key volunteer Parker Jefferson, had been at this area and assisted with reloca ng stranded fish back to 
mainstem. 
A return visit to this area of the river was planned by Parker and very much appreciated that Parker is monitoring condi ons in this sec on of the river and 
qualified to take required ac ons. 
The upper river is being monitored closely by Joe Saysell, and again, very much appreciated that Joe con nues to volunteer his me to observe and take ac on 
when fish stranding is observed. 
For those of you who do observe unusual condi ons in the watershed, it is very important and helpful to report those observa ons as that allows ac ons to be 
taken, if needed. 
Repor ng observa ons is very helpful and please be aware that special qualifica ons are needed to take ac ons like the reloca on of fry from side channels. 
 
Regards, 
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Brian Houle 
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Brian Houle – Catalyst Crofton 
A Paper Excellence Company 
Manager, Environment 
Cell: 250-715-8718 
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This email and its contents are for the exclusive benefit of Paper Excellence Canada Holdings. 
 
Legal Disclaimer: This e-mail and any attachment(s) are confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by 
return e-mail, delete this e-mail and do not copy, use or disclose it to any other person.  


