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Houle, Brian (Crofton)

From: Houle, Brian (Crofton)
Sent: Monday, September 27, 2021 1:35 PM
To: Houle, Brian (Crofton)
Subject: Watershed update: Sept 27

Good day everyone, 
What a great River Day celebration co-hosted by Cowichan Tribes and Cowichan Stewardship Roundtable. 
The weather could not have been better for this celebration and the setting alongside the river was perfect. 
Watching the large Chinook brood stock being captured by Cowichan Tribes hatchery staff was a bonus for those that arrived early enough to see it. 
The river day celebration included many Cowichan Tribes activities (dancing/singing/food sharing) and many booths sharing information and activities related to 
the river. 
Well done to all that presented or helped presentations and appreciation to the many who visited the site and participated in the day of celebration of our 
amazing Cowichan River. 
 
With the wet weather predicted and then arriving on Sunday, the lake has risen to even higher levels and enough water in the lake today to now pull out the 
pumps. 
With current volume of water in Cowichan Lake, Catalyst is beginning the process to now remove the pumps from the lake. 
On Tuesday last week, Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO)  issued to Catalyst the authorization for the use of pumps to sustain Cowichan River with a base flow 
of 4.5 cms. 
While we had the forecasts showing significant rainfall, the time needed to install and commission the pumps required the work begin before the predicted 
rainfall could prevent that work from being needed. 
It is more likely at this time of year that predicted rainfall will arrive but we are never assured of these predictions and must always prepare for the worst 
possible outcome. 
After I issue this email update I will then alert DFO that Catalyst is now cancelling the pumping authorization as it is no longer needed this year. 
 
Weather prediction shows another system arriving tonight and into Wednesday and it is possible river flows will rise in coming days. 
Lake is currently 25% full and it will need multiple rainfall events to refill lake in coming weeks/months. 
I have included the new flow guide chart below and from this guide, flows were increased to 7 cms last week, as guided. 
 
Regards, 
Brian Houle 
Manager, Environment 
Catalyst Crofton 
250-246-6236 
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This email and its contents are for the exclusive benefit of Paper Excellence Canada Holdings. 
 
Legal Disclaimer: This e-mail and any attachment(s) are confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by 
return e-mail, delete this e-mail and do not copy, use or disclose it to any other person.  


