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Houle, Brian (Crofton)

From: Houle, Brian (Crofton)
Sent: Monday, August 30, 2021 10:00 AM
To: Houle, Brian (Crofton)
Subject: Watershed update August 30

Good day everyone, 
 
Conditions at the lake remain unsure given lack of rainfall. 
Simple prediction of lake level, if rainfall does not return in coming 3 weeks, is lake will be empty and pumps will be needed. 
The application for authorization to use pumps to sustain the river at a base flow of 4.5 cms is in hands of Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada. 
Reducing lake levels brings possible impacts to the SARA listed Vancouver Lamprey which lives only in Cowichan Lake and that complication will impact how the 
application to use pumps is handled. 
 
For those of you who are new to area, pumps were first installed in 2016 and then, in September, not needed when rainfall arrived in time. 
Then in 2019, even more difficult conditions and the pumps were needed for 3 weeks, to prevent Cowichan River flows from diminishing. 
Now in 2021, conditions are very similar to conditions in 2016 and while it is possible we will again not need to pump, unable to predict that at this time. 
Pumps are now being relocated to the weir and installation will begin. 
 
Weather forecast for coming 7 days is showing some rainfall but not much. 
Any rainfall is helpful and still a chance that rainfall will prevent pumps from being needed in 2021. 
 
Regards, 
Brian Houle 
Manager, Environment 
Catalyst Crofton 
250-246-6236 
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This email and its contents are for the exclusive benefit of Paper Excellence Canada Holdings. 
 
Legal Disclaimer: This e-mail and any attachment(s) are confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by 
return e-mail, delete this e-mail and do not copy, use or disclose it to any other person.  


